
SEALING YOUR HOME!

Home Energy 
Efficiency!
IT STARTS HERE!



EXACTLY WHAT IS MEANT!
BY ENERGY EFFICIENCY?!
!

•  Most of us define the term to simply mean saving money. !
•  Efficiency is about cost saving without sacrificing comfort. !
•  Mortgage Investors Group has great news; we have a lot of hard 

working scientists from ORNL, DOE and TVA, just to mention a few, 
whose entire job is centered on finding home energy efficiencies 
through more efficient technologies and processes. !

•  Call your local utility board and ask about In-Home Energy 
Evaluation. They will put you in touch with a TVA certified evaluator, 
who will recommend improvements that could be eligible for tax 
credits and rebates.  !

•  What about cost? As  Dr. Roderick  Jackson from ORNL points out 
on one of our recent shows, ‘…if you can’t afford all the 
improvements now, make a one year or two year plan and take 
small steps until it’s all complete.’ !

!



LOCATING AIR LEAKS!
!

•  More than any other time of year, you notice your home’s air leaks 
in the winter. Most people call these air leaks “drafts.”!

•  Drafts around windows and doors and think these leaks are your 
major source of wasted energy. !

•  The most significant air leaks are hidden in the attic and 
basement. !

•  In cold weather, warm air rises in your house, just like it does in a 
chimney. This air, which you have paid to heat, is just wasted as it 
rises up into your attic and sucks cold air in all around your home
—around windows, doors, and through holes into the basement. !

•  The illustrations on next slide show warm air leaving (red arrows) 
the house through the attic and cold air being pulled into the house 
(blue arrows). !

•  Locating these leaks can be difficult because they are often hidden 
under your insulation. !

•  This guide will help you find these leaks and seal them with 
appropriate materials !

       FACT: 
 
According to
 ORNL research, the 
average home 
exchanges internal 
total air volume, 7 to 
10 per day. That 
means the outside 
air replace inside air 
(and vice versa)  7 
to 10 times daily.  
 



COMMON LEAKY AREAS!
!

•  Behind Kneewalls!

•  Attic doors/hatches!

•  Wiring Holes !

•  Plumbing Vents!

•  Open soffit boxes that hide recess lighting!

•  Recessed Lights!

•  Flue’s and duct work that go through living area!

•  Basement Rim joist (where foundation meets wood)!

•  Window and Doors!



WHERE AIR LEAKS OCCUR!



SEALING VS INSULATION!
!

You might think you have enough insulation but sealing building air 

leaks enhance insulation performance and makes the home much 

more energy efficient and comfortable.!




